
CHAPTER
BOOKS

CHAPTER
 BOOKS

410-535-0291
ccplonline.org
301-934-9001

5.2018

smrla.org

Books recommended by 
local librarians that are 

great reads in chapter books!

great reads in

Use the QR code 
to access this 

booklist online:

stmalib.org
301-475-2846

Space Case  by Stuart Gibbs
Life for the colonists on Moon Base 
Alpha is surprisingly dull and very  
predictable...until the base’s doctor is 
found dead. Though it looks like an 
accident, Dash Gibson has reason to 
believe that Dr. Holtz may have been 
murdered. There’s no shortage of 

suspects, so Dash recruits two tech-savvy new friends 
to help with his investigation, never forgetting that they 
might be trapped in space with a killer.

The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp    
by Kathi Appelt
Chap Brayburn, the ancient Sugar Man, 
and raccoon brothers Bingo and J’miah 
try to save their bayou from feral pigs, 
a world-class alligator wrestler, and a 
greedy would-be land developer.

Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional 
Poultry Farmer  by Kelly Jones
Through a series of letters, Sophie Brown 
tells of her family’s move to her Great 
Uncle Jim’s farm. She begins taking care 
of some unusual chickens with help from 

neighbors and friends.

The Watsons Go to Birmingham    
by Christopher Paul Curtis
The Watsons are an African American 
family living in Flint, Michigan. Their 
ordinary interactions and everyday   
routines are drastically changed after they 
go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.

The War that Saved My Life      
by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley

A young disabled girl and her brother are 
evacuated from London to the English 
countryside during World War II. There 
they find life to be much sweeter away 
from their abusive mother.

The Wild Robot  by Peter Brown
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone 
on a remote, wild island with no memory 
of where she is from or why she is there, 
and her only hope of survival is to try to 
learn about her new environment from the 

island’s hostile inhabitants.

Who Could That Be at This Hour?  by Lemony Snicket
Lemony Snicket’s adventures as a boy begin in the 
mysterious town of Stain’d-by-the-Sea.  Sent there as  
an apprentice in a secret organization, he must find a 
missing statue, but the mysteries don’t end there.

The Wright 3  by Blue Balliett 
Calder, Petra and Tommy stumble upon 
a mystery that leads them to Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s famous Robie House.  
The trio will need to use their wits, 
knowledge, and a handy set of   
pentominoes to solve the mystery,  
decode a hidden message…and survive.



Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and 
Other Scary Things  by Lenore Look
Alvin is a young Massachusettes boy who 
loves superheroes and comes from a long 
line of brave Chinese farmer-warriors. He 
wants to make friends, but first he must 
overcome his fear of everything. First in a series.

Better Nate Than Ever  by Tim Federle
Nate is an eighth-grader who dreams of 
performing in a Broadway musical. He 
concocts a plan to run away to New York 
and audition for the role of Elliot in the 
musical version of “E.T.”

A Boy Called Bat  by Elana K. Arnold
For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed 
Bat), life tends to be full of surprises – 
some of them good, some not-so-good. 
Today, though, is a good-surprise day. 
Bat’s mom, a veterinarian, has brought 
home a stray baby skunk to take care of until she can 
hand him over to a wild animal shelter. But the minute 
Bat meets the kit, he knows they belong together.

Echo  by Pam Muñoz Ryan
A harmonica travels across years and over 
continents and seas to touch the lives of 
three embattled, music-obsessed children 
and, quite possibly, save a life.

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library     
by Chris Grabenstein
Kyle gets to stay overnight with other students in the 
new town library designed by his hero, the famous 
gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello. He discovers in the  
morning that they must work together to solve puzzles  
in order to escape.

Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures    
by Kate DiCamillo

Flora Belle Buckman rescues a squirrel 
after an accident involving a vacuum 
cleaner. She is astonished when the 
squirrel, Ulysses, demonstrates amazing 
powers of strength and flight after being 
revived.

Ghost  by Jason Reynolds
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and 
troublemaker, is recruited for an elite 
middle school track team. He must stay 
on track, literally and figuratively, to reach 
his full potential.

Ghosts  by Raina Telgemeier
Catrina and her family have moved to the 
coast of Northern California for the sake 
of her little sister, Maya, who has cystic 
fibrosis. Cat is even less happy about the 
move when she is told that her new home 
is haunted. But Maya sets her heart on 
meeting a ghost.

The Girl Who Drank the Moon    
by Kelly Barnhill
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised 
by a witch, a swamp monster, and a 
Perfectly Tiny Dragon. She must learn to 
unlock the powerful magic inside her.

Hello, Universe  by Erin Entrada Kelly
Lives of four misfits are intertwined when 
a bully’s prank lands shy Virgil at the  
bottom of a well. Valencia, Kaori and Gen 
band together in an epic quest to find and 
rescue him.

Hoodoo  by Ronald L. Smith
In 1930s Alabama, Hoodoo Hatcher is the 
only member of his family who seems 
unable to practice folk magic. When a 
mysterious man called the Stranger puts 
the entire town at risk from his black 
magic, Hoodoo must learn to conjure to 
defeat him.

Moo  by Sharon Creech
Reena recently moved to rural Maine. She 
has to adjust to her new environment but  
in the process unexpectedly bonds with 
an ornery cow.

One Crazy Summer  by Rita Williams-Garcia
In the summer of 1968, Delphine and her 
two sisters travel to Oakland, California 
from Brooklyn. They plan to spend a 
month with the mother they barely know, 
but arrive to a cold welcome. They   
discover that their mother, a dedicated 
poet and printer, is resentful of their  
intrusion and wants to send them to attend a nearby 
Black Panther summer camp.

Rain Reign  by Ann M. Martin
Struggling with the challenges of OCD 
and Asperger’s syndrome, Rose loves 
homonyms and shares an inseparable bond 
with her beloved dog. When the dog goes 
missing during a storm, Rose is forced to 
confront the limits of her comfort levels, 
even if it means leaving her routines and 

safe places in order to search for her pet.

Save Me a Seat  by Sarah Weeks
Ravi has just moved to the United States 
from India and has always been at the 
top of his class. Joe has lived in town his 
whole life and has learning problems. Their 
lives intersect in the first week of fifth 
grade when they are brought together by a 
common enemy (the biggest bully in their 
class) and the need to take control of their lives.

See You in the Cosmos  by Jack Cheng
Alex Petroski is determined to launch his 
golden iPod into space, just like his hero, 
Carl Sagan, launched the Golden Record 
into space ages and ages ago. Instead, 
Alex and his dog (aptly named Carl 
Sagan) wind up on a road trip with some 
unexpected (and awesome) traveling 

companions and more than one eye-opening detour.


