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The Someday Birds  by Sally J. Pla
Charlie attempts to maintain order in his 
overturned life while overcoming the 
challenges of moving across the country.  
There are some twists and turns in his 
story, along with lots of interesting people.

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees    
by Mary Beth Leatherdale 
This book has gorgeous visual art mixed 
with five heartbreaking stories of despair 
and triumph.  Young people from different 
time periods, cultures and countries were 
forced to make difficult and dangerous 
choices in their quest to live free.

Tumble & Blue  by Cassie Beasley 
Tumble and Blue determine to change 
their destinies by breaking an ancient 
family curse. This story has the perfect 
blend of friendship, family and magical 
realism. It is great as an audiobook!

Twelve Days in May: Freedom Ride 
1961  by Larry Dane Brimner
For 12 history-making days in May 
1961, 13 black and white civil rights 
activists, also known as the Freedom 
Riders, traveled by bus into the South 
to draw attention to the unconstitutional segregation 
still taking place. Despite their peaceful protests, the 
Freedom Riders were met with increasing violence the 
further south they traveled.

The Westing Game  by Ellen Raskin
There are 16 heirs to Sam Westing’s  
fortune and they are brought together to 
hear Westing’s will. The will declares that 
one of the heirs has killed Sam Westing 
and whoever discovers the murderer will 

win “The Westing Game” and inherit all of the money.

Whichwood  by Tahereh Mafi
A lyrical and creepy fantasy about Laylee, 
one of the last Mordeshoors.  Her job is to 
clean and bury bodies.  Two strangers help 
her find a better way to live. 

The Whiz Mob and the Grenadine 
Kid  by Colin Meloy 
Charlie Fisher is an ambassador’s son 
in 1961 France. One day he becomes a 
pickpocket’s victim, but the thief turns 
out to be another kid, whom Charlie 
convinces to teach him some tricks. 

Soon Charlie is part of a team of child pickpockets 
called the Whiz Mob…but when a gig doesn’t end well, 
he must figure out whether he’s really one of the gang, 
or just their chump. 

We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student  
Resistance Movement that Defied Adolf Hitler   
by Russell Freedman
This is the story of the Scholl children, 
who defied a nation at war and did what 
they thought was right to help stop that 
war. They expressed their thoughts in a 
leaflet that broke the law and put their lives on the line. 
Germans will forever remember the strength of this one 
family and the movement that they started.



Amina’s Voice  by Hena Khan
This is an easily relatable story of a middle 
school girl’s life. Amina has problems with 
her family, her circle of friends, and the 
pressures of performing.  

Artemis: Wild Goddess of The Hunt      
by George O’Connor     
(and 11 more titles in the Olympians series)
This is the story of Artemis, the ethereal and eternal 
Goddess of the Hunt, as told by the other gods and  
goddesses. We see how she came to be and meet her 
friends and foes as she travels the world. Artemis  
chooses to remain unmarried as she helps women in 
childbirth and protects women and young girls. 

Ban This Book: A Novel  by Alan Gratz
When Amy Anne Ollinger’s favorite book, 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, is one of several banned from 
her school library, the normally shy fourth-

grader and her friends wage a battle against censorship 
and well-meaning adults to get their favorite books back.

The Big Bad Fox  by Benjamin Renner
Poor old Fox is desperately hungry because 
he’s finding it hard to hunt the chickens 
from the nearby farm. On the advice of 
Big Bad Wolf, Fox plans to steal eggs, wait 
until they hatch, and then fatten them up to eat. But the 
baby chicks think Fox is their mother. Hilarity ensues!

Bolivar  by Sean Rubin
Bolivar is a dinosaur in New York 
City, a town known for anonymity. His 
neighbor is determined to get photo  
proof, because no adults believe her 

that Bolivar is a dinosaur.  

Braced  by Alyson Gerber
Rachel’s experience balancing junior high, 
sports, friends and doctor appointments are 
based on the author’s experience wearing a 
brace for scoliosis from age 11-13.  Braced 
addresses the questions we all have about 

fitting in, feeling different and facing challenges.

Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future: 
Young Readers’ Edition  by Ashlee Vance 
Elon Musk is a visionary who has done 
some amazing things as an engineer and 
entrepreneur. This book covers the clean-
energy mogul’s successes and colossal 
failures (and some of his character flaws).  

Felix Yz  by Lisa Bunker
Reading his journal, we discover Felix Yz 
(pronounced Is) is not like most boys.  He 
is 30 days away from a surgery to separate 
him from Zyxilef, a fourth dimensional 
being that accidently fused with Felix in a 

lab accident that also killed his father. Besides facing a  
high-risk surgery, Felix also has many other challenges 
in his life, both physical and emotional.

Miles Morales  by Jason Reynolds
Miles is Spider-Man in this rebooted  
universe. Though his neighborhood is bad,  
he attends a prestigious boarding school 
during the week. His parents struggle to 
pay the bills while Miles struggles with his powers: 
super-speed, super-strength, camouflage, web-throwing, 
and a malfunctioning Spidey Sense. Miles also deals 
with nightmares, family drama and a dangerous villain.

The Notations of Cooper Cameron  by Jane O’Reilly
This is a beautiful book with just the right 
mix of family, love and laughter. Some of 
Cooper’s obstacles include: repeating  
processes, being misunderstood, family 
loss, and the challenge of friendships.

Number the Stars  by Lois Lowry
This modern-day classic takes place during the Nazi 
takeover of Denmark in 1943.  Annemarie and her best 
friend exemplify how the Danes protected many Jews.

Pablo and Birdy  by Alison McGhee
Pablo is an orphan that washed up on the 
shores of Isla as baby. He and his bird  
seek to find his real family. The lyrical 
prose makes for a great read-a-loud.

Pax  by Sara Pennypacker
The story of a friendship between a pet 
fox, and “his boy,” Peter, is set during the 
outbreak of war. They must separate when 
the boy is sent to his grandfather. Peter 
runs away to find his fox, and the fox sets 

off into the woods to find his boy.

The Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, 
and Score in This Game Called Life   
by Kwame Alexander
A motivational, inspirational book for all 
ages (especially young people). Whether 
you are a sports fan or not, this book is full of nuggets of 
wisdom and practical life applications. It is a great read 
for someone changing grades or graduating from school.

The Road to Ever After  by Moira Young
Davy is an orphan ‘adopted’ by a stray 
dog called George. The pair set off on 
an adventure with the mysterious and 
reclusive Miss Flint. Miss Flint has a plan, 
and nothing will stop her from going to her 
hometown to die. Their adventure is funny, 

nerve-wracking, magical and a little scary! 

Schomburg: The Man Who Built a  
Library  by Carole Boston Weatherford
As a child, Arturo Schomburg wanted to 
learn about famous historical black   
figures. He resolved to learn everything 
he could and that lead to accumulating so many books 
that he ran out of space in his home. The Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture was the result! 

The Screaming Staircase  by Jonathan Stroud
England suffers from a supernatural plague called “The 
Problem.” Lucy hears the voices of the dead and can 
experience their memories.  She teams up with friends 
to tackle a notoriously haunted house in London. Highly 
recommended as an audiobook!


