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Call or chat with an attorney at the

Maryland Courts Self-Help Center

• Understand Court Documents

• Complete Court Forms

• Prepare for Court Hearings

and Mediation

M-F 8:30am - 8:00pm

mdcourts.gov/selfhelp • 410-260-1392

• Learn about Your Legal

Rights and Obligations

• Access Programs and

Services

• Find a Lawyer

We Can Help You:

Be Proactive...Not Reactive.

Call To Schedule A Tour Today.
240-270-7500 j www.TheCharlestonWaldorf.com

The Office of the President presents

ED GILLESPIE
The Political Scoop
One of the country’s top communications strategists with a long record of success in advising

business, politics, and government. Ed Gillespie combines personal experience at the highest-level of

government with his intimate knowledge of behind-the-scenes Washington. His presentations are part

electoral prognostication and part commentary on hot-button political issues.

Auerbach Auditorium of St. Mary’s Hall
7:00 P.M.
April 12, 2018

An Evening with

Tig Notaro

LECTURE SERIES ON AMERICAN HUMOR & CULTURE

She was named one of the 50 best

stand-up comics of all time by Rolling

Stone. She writes, produces and stars in

the semi-autobiographical Amazon series,

“One Mississippi,” and is a favorite on late

night talk shows, public radio, and tours

around the world.

7:30 P.M.
April 20

Michael P. O’Brien
Athletic and Recreation
Center Arena

Books for sale and signing immediately following the event.
General Admission $10.00 | Arts Alliance Members: $5.00

Two complimentary tickets are available for SMCM Students, Faculty & Staff.*

Where Does America Go from Here?

Three-time Pulitzer Prize-winner and national security correspondent for The New York Times, David Sanger

is a national security and political contributor for CNN. His articulate style has made him a frequent guest

on “CBS This Morning” and many PBS shows.

Book sale and signing to follow the event.

Auerbach Auditorium of St. Mary’s Hall
7:30 P.M.
April 6, 2018

The Presidential Lecture Series
Presents David E. Sanger

Registration required, please visitwww.smcm.edu/sanger

Registration required, please visitwww.smcm.edu/gillespie

*Registration required, please visitwww.smcm.edu/twain-tickets

By CHARLIE WRIGHT

cwright@somdnews.com

A grant-funded pilot initiative 
that began this month is pro-
viding internet access to cit-
izens in Calvert, Charles and 
St. Mary’s counties through 
hotspot devices.

The dozen library branch-
es in the tri-county area now 
offer portable Wi-Fi units 
for a checkout window of 
two weeks. Calvert Library, 
Charles County Public Li-
brary, St. Mary’s County Li-
brary and Southern Maryland 
Regional Library received 
the grant from the Maryland 
State Library and the Library 
Services and Technology Act 
through the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, 
first reported by the Southern 

Maryland Regional Library 
Association. The program 
combats connectivity chal-
lenges in rural areas as will as 
income-related difficulties.

“In Charles County, it kinda 
encapsulates our whole mis-
sion and vision statement,” 
said CCPL executive director 
Janet Salazar. “These mobile 
hotspots will help us reach 
out in our community and 
create those opportunities for 
[residents] to engage and dis-
cover and learn. It will help 
them connect to those possi-
bilities that we want them to 
connect to.”

Each county library received 
at least 17 hot spots through 
the grant, according to a 
Southern Maryland Regional 
Library Association press re-
lease. Customers must be at 
least 16 years of age and the 
loan does not automatically re-
new, but there is no overdue 
fee, just a $100 replacement 

fee for lost or damaged mate-
rials. All hotspots have Chil-
dren’s Internet Protection Act 
(CIPA) filtering equivalent to 
the computers in the libraries.

Salazar said the Charles 
County branches have 55 
devices between them, after 
making additional purchas-
es, and will budget for them 
going forward. Her branches 
are the only ones to offer the 
hotspots without data limits, 
as Charles County was able 
to go with a Sprint product 
that includes unlimited data 
for the devices.

Calvert Library Director 
Carrie Plymire explained the 
service has been extreme-
ly popular in its first couple 
weeks in existence, especial-
ly after the wind storms ear-
lier in the month. When she 
spoke to this newspaper on 
Monday afternoon, 18 of the 
county’s 25 hotspots were in 
use. Plymire expects the proj-

ect to expand at some point.
“We just know that connec-

tivity is a real problem for a 
lot of our customers,” Plym-
ire said. “Kids can’t do their 
homework, you can apply for a 
job without the internet. I sus-
pect that the scope of our pilot 
is not gonna be adequate.”

Plymire added that she’s 
had parents complain about 
spending $500-600 a month 
on a data plan just so their 
children can do schoolwork. 
This reality, along with the 
hefty cost of attracting a major 
internet provider to an area 
without coverage, shape the 
issue as financial more than 
anything else.

“That’s not sustainable,” 
said Plymire of the monthly 
data costs. “If that’s the only 
way some people can access 
the internet then it absolutely 
becomes a matter of income. 
We’re really looking at this as 
a way of promoting equity in 
the county.”

Calvert and St. Mary’s went 
with Verizon for their devic-
es because of coverage con-
cerns, and the company does 
not offer unlimited data, so 

there is a cap on usage for the 
hotspots in these areas. Offi-
cials weren’t thrilled with this 
arrangement, but given the 
rural location of both counties, 
Verizon was the only option.

“We are really committed 
to making internet accessible 
to as many people as possi-
ble,” said Sara Stephenson, 
virtual service coordinator at 
St. Mary’s County Library, in 
the press release. “Although 
we’re not able to guarantee 
coverage everywhere, we 
chose providers that have the 
greatest level of coverage in 
each county.”

The release stated the proj-
ect hinges on funding and 
customer feedback, the lat-
ter of which will be obtained 
through surveys. Viability of 
the program will be revisited 
in six months.

“We’re gonna see how things 
shake out,” Salazar said. “It 
will just depend on how pop-
ular they are, if they’re being 
used like we think they’re 
gonna be used, and we will 
re-evaluate probably this time 
next year.”

Twitter: @CharlieIndyNews

Mobile hotspot project at libraries 
offers portable Wi-Fi to residents
Devices can be 
checked out and 
used for free
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